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Foreword  

Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Friends of Shirtcliffe Newsletter. 

The end of the year is nearly upon us, and this is only the 3rd newsletter we’ve managed to publish in 2022. 
It’s been one of those years! 

However, the last few months have been very busy, trying to sort out problems of one sort 
or another. (I don’t suppose taking time out for a holiday helped, but we needed the 
break.)  

Still, it’s not as bad as it could have been. We’ve never had to cancel an event due to 
extreme heat before (40°C !!). The Flockton Park Clean-up (originally scheduled for 
July) ended up being held in November, when it was a lot cooler! The only other event 
we had to cancel was the U3A Fungus Foray, due to be held a fortnight later, thanks to 
heavy rain and flooding. 

It’s been a real cooperative effort this time to sort out the Schedule of Events for 2023. Four of us (Sue Smelt, 
Nick Blood, Tony Weightman, and myself) have worked together to produce a set of dates for the workdays. 
There will be 12 workdays, with FoS and Sue’s Litter Team working alternate months. The June workday will 
be overseen by Tony and dedicated to preparation for the Handsworth Hobble (which will be held on Tuesday 
20th June). 

So, it looks as if 2023 will be another busy year. There will probably be some extracurricular events as well, 
such as the Bluebell Walk and the Fungus Foray. I will book these later at the appropriate time. 

I hope you’ve enjoyed working with FoS this year, despite the various setbacks. Thank you all for your 
efforts. Have a lovely Christmas. I hope to see you all in the New Year (you will find the schedule attached at 
the end of this newsletter – hint). 

Love and Best Wishes, Pat and Mick Howells. 

 
List of Officers 

Secretary: Andrew Virgin  
Treasurer & Acting Chair: Pat Howells (fos@howells.force9.net) 

 

Friends of Shirtcliffe Website and Facebook Page 

The FoS website is at www.friendsofshirtcliffe.co.uk. 

Please do have a look and, if you have any ideas for changes or additions, then use the Contacts/Problems tab 
on the website to let us know (or just tell Mick in any way you wish). 

FoS also has a Facebook page. Stephanie is now the person in charge of keeping that venue up-to-date, and is 
proving expert at the task. 

Visit and “Like” us on the Facebook page: www.facebook.com/FriendsofShirtcliffe  

You can ‘spread the word’, ‘like’, ‘share’ and ’comment’ on FOS posts and activities. 
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Unblocking Kirk Bridge 10th September 2022 

We had decided to spend the afternoon taking out blockages from the Brook. 
There were 5 volunteers: Andrew, Sue, Tony, Gareth, and Pat – working 
under the supervision of Tom Broadhead the Ranger. 

We started at Vicar Lane bridge. There is just a small blockage here, easily 
removed by Sue and Tony in only 10 minutes. 

The rest of the party continued on to 
Kirk Bridge. To say there was a 
large blockage here was a typical 
British understatement !!! There 
were at least 4 logs cemented into a massive pile of mud, branches, 
twigs, leaves, and plastic bottles – plus sundry other debris. There 
was even a large log wedged in the arch under the bridge. In the 
absence of a JCB, Andrew and Tom spent the afternoon pulling out 
logs and branches which they carefully tossed up to Sue, Tony, 
Gareth, and Pat on the bridge. 

They also managed to pass up great dollops of soil and rotting 
leaves for the others to chuck away under the trees. Tom, the Ranger, reckoned we had managed to shift 
around a ton of logs, mud, and rotting leaves in this way. The process took around an hour & a half. It was 
heavy, strenuous work – made worse by the fact that everything we lifted out was waterlogged. Interestingly, 
there was very little litter in the pile – just one (albeit heavy) bagful. 

As the work progressed, it became obvious that the recent 
flooding had undercut the roots of the large Oak at the end of the 
bridge. So, Tom and Andrew pressed mud and large stones into 
the hollows gouged out by the torrent. Then, they built a low 
retaining wall to try and protect the tree roots against further 
erosion. 

Everybody ended up soggy and muddy, but very proud of their 
achievement. The Brook is flowing freely through its tunnel, with 
no logs jammed just out of reach! The big tree is safe. The bridge 
itself has been scraped clean of mud – a job well done (even if it 
did take 6 of us and the whole afternoon)! 
 
 

Meeting with John Gilpin 20th September 2022  

At the beginning of September, I sent a report in to John Gilpin (the Woodland Officer for our area), 
detailing some of the major concerns I had with Shirtcliffe Valley. In reply, John asked me for an on-site 
meeting, which we duly arranged for 20th September.  

The main problems we discussed were; the state of the paths in Shirtcliffe Woods; the motor bikers coming in 
via the Mauncer Pigeon Lofts, as well as the poor state of the Oaks on the Woodhouse side of the woods. I 
also mentioned the concerns I had over the Boardwalk, and the embankment opposite which acts as a 
retaining wall for the old mineshaft. 

There are various actions which could be taken: 

 Parks & Woodlands will be dealing with the barrier gate adjacent to the Pigeon Loft, and the 
Boardwalk area. I think this problem has now been dealt with - I’m seeing far fewer bike tracks, and 
some of the paths in the Scrub are beginning to green over. 

 The Oak Plantation will probably have to be thinned, with the trunks left lying on the ground to deter 
bikers. 
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 I mentioned that Severnside Meadow seems to be recovering well, and I asked for the mowing 
programme to be re-instated. I’m pleased to say that the Meadow was mown a couple of weeks ago. 

 We considered rebuilding the Boardwalk in its entirety using a plastic equivalent (FoS would have part 
funded the work). However, Nick Blood says that at present he would rather replace the broken slats 
with wood. 
He reminded me that (before Covid) we were going to build a flight of steps up into the Small Glade – 
a much cheaper project, and one which I think we would all prefer. I have asked Nick to investigate 
the costs for putting in the steps, rather than spending money on rebuilding the Boardwalk. 

 John asked if I would contact Public Rights of Way about the damaged paths. (Vicar Lane path and 
steps, and the Main Path through Shirtcliffe Woods). I have sent in a report to PROW but, as yet, I’ve 
only received an automated acknowledgement. I have sent them a reminder (with the same result!). 
If anyone is interested in reading the report, just let me know and I will email them a copy. 

I also said to John that I was concerned about the loss of the Valley’s Grasslands. I thought it would be useful 
if the FoS volunteers were able to spend more time clearing the brambles from along the Valley Bottom, and 
along the Edge. We’ll just have to see how it all pans out! 
 

Smelter Wood Fungus Foray 25th October 2022 
Report by Pat Howells: 
Ziggy and I had planned a two-hour foray round Smelter Wood, to record whatever fungi we discovered.  

There were six other 
participants, besides 
ourselves: my husband 
Mick with our son David 
and his little boy Sam, 
Gareth Bagnall, Susan 
Smelt, and Imogen Rae. 
Please note, it is always 
useful to have an 8-year-
old child on a Fungus 
Foray - they are endlessly 
inquisitive, and can get 
into places where an adult 
can’t! 

Our first port of call was the Small Glade – an old coal mine on the East side of Smelter Wood. It’s a large 
grassy clearing, closely hedged round with Hawthorn and Willow. The ground is covered in coal spoil and so 
it is very acidic. There are pools along the western edge, where the ground has subsided. It’s a surprisingly 
rich environment – we found many fungi amongst the grasses. These included Poisonpie, Common Earthball, 
Brittlegills, Oakbug Milkcap, Brown Rollrim, Yellow Club. Under the trees, seeming to wave at us, was 
Meadow Coral. 

We even discovered a Slime 
Mould with the delightful 
name of Dog’s Vomit, 
lurking amongst the grasses 
by the pools. Nearby was a 
large patch of terrestrial 
lichens, mainly Cladonia 
species, though there was a 
good size crop of the Dog 
Lichen (Peltigera hymenina) 
sharing the plot.  
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A strange-looking organism was picked up amongst the trees. Was it a 
Slime Mould, a Fungus, a Lichen – we still don’t know. Google 
postulated that it was a Green Sea Urchin. This seems unlikely! 

The group spent almost an hour in the Glade, before moving into the 
Bramley Avenue Grassland. Pickings weren’t as good here: a few 
Greasy Toughshanks, Scaley Earthballs (aka Poison Pigskin Puffball, 
according to Ziggy), Parasol Mushroom, and Jelly Ear. 

We wandered through the and out onto the Edge. From there, we 
made our way down the hill, through Calcium Corner and onto the 
Trans Pennine Trail. This section of our walk was really 
disappointing, only adding one more species to our list - Holly 
Speckle (Trochila ilicina).  

Finds were also in short supply along the TPT until we reached the Richmond 
Avenue Grassland. Here, we found Candlesnuff and a Conecap. There was also 
a strange white Fungus in a layer on top of a rotting stump. It was possibly 
something which is common but immature, but basically none of us had any 
idea what it was! 

Earlier, Ziggy had noticed an intriguing gall on one of the large rose bushes in 
Richmond Avenue Grassland. He made sure that I secured a specimen for later 
identification. It turned out to be a gall made by the Gall Wasp, Diplolepis 
mayri. This is a southern species which has recently decided, very sensibly, to 
migrate up the country and become a Northerner! 

It was nearly 3 o’clock before we passed through the Cherry Hedge into Smelter Wood itself. We slowly 
wandered down the Main Path combing through the banks on either side. Happily, we were back to a richer 
environment. It’s only a short path, but along its length we discovered: Smokey Bracket, Hairy Curtain Crust, 
Glistening Inkcap, and immature Chicken of the Woods, an Oysterling, a Staghorn, and a Mycena. Halfway 
down the path we found some rotting logs, with a very odd growth on them. It looked like pinhead-sized red 
dots. When Mick and I got back home, we did a bit of research (thank you, Google) The growth turned out to 
be a fungus, named Beech Bark Disease (Neonectria faginata). This is another species new to the Valley, 
though it is one we could do without. 

 Right at the bottom of the path, at the base of a Sewer Pipe 
stanchion, there was a large patch of Stump Puffballs. This very 
common fungus has the scientific name of Lycoperdon 
pyriforme – so called because they are shaped like pears (pyrus 
means pear). 

By now it was 4 o’clock - our 2-hour walk had taken 3 hours! 
We were relatively pleased with our haul, even if we hadn’t 
been able to identify all that we found. 

 

Just out of interest Sam, our 
grandson, spotted 11 of the 
species we recorded - we did 
point out that an 8-year-old was 
invaluable on a Fungus Foray! 

 

I would like to thank everyone 
who came and made it into such 
an enjoyable outing. 
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Flockton Park Cleanup 3rd November 2022 

Report by Pat Howells. 

Arranging for this latest clean-up of Flockton Park has been very complicated. The original date in July had to 
be cancelled because of the extreme heat. It wasn’t until late August that we could start trying to reschedule 
the event. Eventually, we did manage to settle on a date – though the Don Catchment Rivers Trust, sadly, 
couldn’t be available. 

However, we still had a good turnout. Nick Blood, the Ranger, brought his team of Geocachers to help. 
Representing FoS were Susan Smelt and 3 members of her litter-picking team, with myself bringing up the 
rear. And, just like the previous occasion, the SCC Litter Team (Dan & Tim) brought their truck to ferry away 
the detritus dragged from the Brook. 

We began our efforts before 9:30 am. Nick and his Geocachers met up at the far end of the Brook. Part of his 
team unblocked the grille, while the others picked litter along both sides of Station Road. The haul of bin bags 
filled Nick’s van (it was the big van!). 

Sue’s team and I went to the 3rd bridge, our designated work site. There were 3 very large blockages round the 
bridge: one upstream & two downstream. Courtesy of these dams, the water in the Brook was deep – it was 
lucky that Dan had brought his waders. Sue’s team, with Dan’s help, spent around an hour stripping out the 
first dam. (There was even the traditional full-size bicycle and a shopping trolley wound into the other 
rubbish.) 

Meanwhile, I started picking litter from the banks downstream of the bridge. 
Only then did I become aware of the other two very large blockages. I started 
pulling out logs, branches, and planks, only to find that bushes on the opposite 
bank had bowed across and rooted into the blockage. I began to clip the bushes 
back – this revealed a long car bumper helping to hold the dam in place! I 
considered getting into the water to attack the other side of the dam, but rapidly 
decided otherwise having checked the depth of the water – at least 3 feet deep! I 
went and fetched Dan and his waders. Between us we managed to demolish 
both dams, through the rooted branches had to be lopped off and then ripped 
away. As well as the car bumper, we discovered a child’s tricycle (pink), a 
baby-walker, and two lengths of orange plastic netting - it had been a good 
strong dam. 

Everything that our group removed was bagged up and 
barrowed to the truck for Tim to deal with. He’d been 
delegated with the job of squeezing everything into the 
back of the vehicle – no mean task. The truck bed was 
jam-packed full, and nothing was left in the street to 
cause injury or annoyance. 
The task took three arduous hours, and we all ended up 
wet and filthy. 

I am really proud of how everyone worked together, and 
how much effort everyone put in. 

Thanks everyone, you did well. 
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Litter pick around Smelter and Richmond 8th November 2022 
Report by Susan Smelt: 

I walked into Smelter Wood from Richmond Road along the TPT this 
week. First, I cleared the Richmond Avenue Grassland and the Trail. 
Then I went through the underpass which comes out onto Ravenscroft 
Avenue, to start picking litter from the Meadow on that side of the 
Mosborough Parkway. 

There wasn't too much rubbish on the Meadow 
itself, but a lot along the edges of the path there. 
The bags were large and bursting with rubbish as 
you can see.  

It really is a mess round there and I've been in touch with David Barker this morning, as 
my post in the ‘S13 FB groups’ seems to have touched a nerve. David Barker is the 
Councillor for Richmond. He was extremely prompt in his reply. Also, he advised me 
that there is a ‘Multi-Agency Day of Action’ planned for that very area on 22nd 
November and he will keep me posted - he is very happy to consider surveillance. 

One of my concerns was finding a large knife on the Meadow. Pat Howells suggested 
that I try contacting the police. However, in the past I've contacted South Yorkshire 
Police about knives we have found - they aren't interested unless they are covered in 
blood, I'm afraid! 

Note from Pat Howells:  Just out of interest, this Meadow is a remnant of an area known locally as 
the ‘Fairy Dells’. It was a lovely place to spend some time - full of wildflowers! It stretched all the 
way from Stradbroke Road to the bottom end of Smelter Wood. It even included the bit we now call 
Calcium Corner. Sadly, a lot of it is now under the Mosborough Parkway. This information was given 
to me by Derek Bailey, who grew up on Wolverley Road.) 

Re-opening the Upper Terrace 12th November 2022 

The Upper Terrace is a small under-used grassland area just below 
the Edge. It hadn’t been touched for almost 4 years - mainly due to 
the Lockdowns. Undesirable vegetation had begun to flourish at the 
expense of the grasses and wildflowers. The path through the Terrace 
had more or less completely vanished. It was well past time for 
restoration. 

Addendum: 

Sue also sent the following feedback from David Barker: 

“This patch is to be kept on the 'hot spot' list indefinitely with increased surveillance and longer-term 
consideration for CCTV. However there has been funding for 3 cameras in the general area this year all 
shortly to become active, so that's not an option at present. However, the Environmental Health Team 
are to give priority to the area for enforcement activity by way of deploying mobile cameras hopefully 
in the near future. Extending enforcement powers to Council Officers is also being considered as a 
further possibility. The use of bollards restricting access to the area is also being considered.” 
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Around a dozen volunteers turned out, to work under the supervision of Nick Blood. They were a motley crew 
- Friends of Shirtcliffe, Sheffield Geocachers, Susan Smelt’s Litter Pick Team, and Tony Weightman of the 
Handsworth Roadhogs.  

Andrew, Sue, and Pat chose to re-open 
the access path into the Terrace. This 
involved chopping back a 12 foot stretch 
of brambles & bushes – which took most 
of the afternoon. 

The rest of the troop (including Nick and 
his Geocachers, & Tony) managed to 
scramble down the bank and onto the 
Terrace itself, to deal with their quota of 
brambles & bushes. It was hard physical 
work, cutting back the saplings, and 
bashing back the briars. After about 1½ 
hours, a large grassy clearing had been 
created at the western half of the Terrace. 

At this point, it was ‘cuppa time’ (kindly provided by Nick). 

Before taking their break, Tony and Pat decided to 
have a recce at the far end of the clearing. A dense 
thicket of Cherry seedlings had grown up here 
during the lockdowns. The two intrepid explorers 
managed to hack a narrow path through the 
thicket to reach a wide clearing on the other side. 
It was a sad place – all the grass had gone, and the 
area was carpeted with Ivy. There were no signs 
of any wildflowers – just one Scaly Male Fern, 
which seemed to be fighting a losing battle against 
the Ivy. Further on there was a bramble bed, 
which looked familiar - in fact, it was probably 
the end of the Terrace where it meets the 
Bridleway. 

At the end of the session, the group had restored perhaps half of the Terrace. With a bit of luck, another 
session should see the path re-established the whole length of the site. However, the encroaching Ivy in the 
second clearing could be a real problem if left to continue spreading – expert advice will be needed! 

Thanks to everyone for coming and working so hard. The Grassland now has a chance to survive. 

 

U3A Fungus Foray 17th November 2022 

Report by Pat Howells: 

Sadly, this Fungus Foray had to be cancelled because of the terrible weather. There had been bouts of rain in 
the week or so before. However, on the 16th November, the weather dried up so I went down into the Valley to 
do the Risk Assessment. I was surprised – it was a really pleasant walk and I had high hopes for the event the 
following day. (I had even found a rather nice yellow coloured Waxcap on Severnside Meadow!) 

When I got home, my hopes were dashed – Mick had been monitoring the weather forecast, and it wasn’t 
good news (understatement, and most likely underwater!). Then John Scholey, the U3A co-leader, phoned me 
just as Mick and I were discussing the problem. We decided that the only safe choice was to cancel. 

John was going to email all the members of his group, and we published the news on the Friends of Shirtcliffe 
Facebook and website. Mick & I said we would pop down to the meeting point on the morning of the 
proposed Foray, just in case anyone turned up who hadn’t seen the update. 
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So, next day, we drove down to Schubert Bridge, and Mick sat in the car whilst I strolled down in the pouring 
rain to the entrance to Shirtcliffe Woods. 

I’m really, really glad we cancelled! The comment that immediately sprang to mind was ‘Oo-err’. I took some 
photographs of the flooding. See if you agree! 
 

 

Pat’s Perambulations 

I have found some quite bad problems during my walks through the 
Valley over the last few months. However, quite a lot of them are 
fairly simple to solve. For instance, towards the end of July, I 
discovered that somebody had lifted the top off the sewer stack 
below Severnside Drive. To make things worse, they had 
dropped the lid down into the stack followed by a load of long 
thick branches. A phone call to Yorkshire Water brought out an 
engineer, who pulled out the logs and cemented on a new top. 

Then, at the beginning of 
September, after all the heavy rain, Kirk Bridge became badly 
blocked – mainly with logs and branches. The September Workday 
was rapidly re-assigned to clearing out the jam from under the 
bridge. 

Next, the Health Walkers Group Leader suggested to me that the 
step onto the New Footbridge was a bit awkward, especially for 
anyone not so good on their feet. I contacted the Rangers and Nick 
came and altered the step, which made a great improvement (and I 
know, because I tried it myself). 

Happily, my perambulations are not all doom and gloom. As I make my 
rounds, people come up to me and tell me the wonderful things they’ve 
seen – it’s my own fault for carrying a clipboard. There was the chap who 
told me all about the Buzzards nesting in Shirtcliffe Woods – he’d even 
managed to get photographs of the chicks! I’ve even had occasional 
reports of deer being seen in the Valley (the one I spotted a few years ago 
was a Muntjac). 

Of course, I do come across things myself (mostly plants - my particular 
interest). This autumn I found Field Scabious on the Bramley Avenue 
Grassland. I thought it had died out, maybe 5 years ago, but it has made a 
welcome return. 
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Mick complains about the scruffy state I’m often in 
when I return home – leaves and twigs in my hair & 
mud on my clothes! Well, if you want a good look 
at mosses, you have to get right down on hands & 
knees with your nose practically on the ground. Try 
having a look at Great Hairy Screw-Moss, which 
grows along the main entrance path to Smelter from 
the TPT. 

(I really enjoy it, though calling out ‘Dyno-rod’ gets 
expensive - another reason for Mick to whinge!). 

 

Schedule of Events 2023 

 

Ranger-supervised Workdays 

The week before each workday, FoS Officers undertake a Risk Assessment walk. If you spot any 
problems in the meantime, please let one of the committee members know. 

For the FoS activities I'm concentrating on trying to reduce the Bramble beds along the Valley bottom, 
and along the Edge. 

 

FoS workdays, all on Saturdays 1 PM to 3 PM: 

14th January.  Clear the Bramble beds along the Edge, with special emphasis on ‘Whinny Bank’ 
(aka the Broom Patch). 

11th March.  Scrape down of Vicar Lane path. 

13th May.  Finish clearing the Upper Terrace, and re-opening the path. 

8th July.  Clear Brook of blockages, and reduce brambles along Valley Bottom. 

9th September. Sorting out Smelter. This should include litter-picking along the Parkway 
Embankment, bordering the TPT. 

11th November.  Fettle Shirtcliffe Woods and Bridleway (mainly removing litter) 

Sue's Litter Team work days: all on Wednesdays. 

(Sue takes regular walks around the district, checking what needs doing to keep the area clear of litter 
and fly-tipping. Depending on the result, she arranges the necessary tasks with her team) 

            8th February. 

            12th April. 

            14th June.      (Preparation for Handsworth Hobble, arranged with Tony Weightman) 

            9th August. 

            11th October. 

            13th December 
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 Other Events: 

Handsworth Roadhogs:   Tuesday 20th June. Handsworth Hobble 

     (Further details to be published later) 

Note: 

I have not arranged any guided walks yet for next year. I will be booking them through Sorby sometime in the 
New Year.  
 

 
 
Wildlife Notes 

 
Enchanter’s Nightshade (Circaea lutetiana) 

The only place this used to grow in the Valley was by one of the 
bridges in Smelter Wood. Then, about 5 years ago, a few plants 
appeared in Shirtcliffe Woods not far from Kirk Bridge. It was 
after heavy flooding, so I assume a few seeds or plants had washed 
down from Smelter. There is now a large patch flourishing on the 
bank by the Brook. It’s right by the Main Path – do look out for it. 
 
 

Chicken of the Woods (Laetiporus sulphureus) 
It has been a really good year for this fungus. Gareth 
found a large clump high in a tree near Kirk Bridge. I 
found the specimen shown here, on a rotting log, in a 
hollow, halfway up the steepest slope on the 
Woodhouse side of Shirtcliffe Woods (much easier 
for me to photograph). Goodness knows what it was 
doing there, growing amongst all the coal spoil! 
 

Ivy-Leaved Cyclamen, aka Sowbread (Cyclamen hederifolium) 
 
There’s a huge patch of this growing through the wire netting at 
the turning-circle by the Bramley Avenue Access Gate. It’s not a 
native species, but it will naturalise readily. I assume somebody 
popped in half a dozen small plants (10 years or so ago?). I’m 
really glad the phantom gardener took the trouble to do so. The 
flowers made a wonderful splash of colour in time for the 
Fungus Foray in October. 

 

!! ENJOY YOUR CHRISTMAS !! 


